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                             Pastor: Rev. Thomas Lutz
                        Director of Ministries: Tina Rigley
         Associate Director of Ministries: Morgan Gow
Administrative Assistant: Lisa Hoover-Beller
                                Organist: Jacob DeGarie
                Caretakers: Kassidy Beller & Will Parnitze

LINKS to recordings of
our Worship Services
and all updates can be found on
our website: stpaulseden.com
Please call Pastor Lutz 
(716.818.9860) 
for any emergencies.
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                                                                    Join us on Facebook:

St. Paul’s Eden Worship (public group)

St. Paul’s Lutheran Friends (private group)

 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church


                                                                            











           Our Website
Don’t forget to check out our
amazing website!           Information about services, events, programs and schedules can be
found there! 
Go to:
stpaulseden.com










                                 






CELEBRATING FAITH	
By Pastor Lutz

In the conversations about peoples’ journey of faith I noticed an absence in Lutheran Celebration. Although we celebrate the season of Epiphany, we do not have a mechanism to honor the epiphanies the Holy Spirit gives through our faith during our lives.  It is easy to understand why. Lutheranism’s history is one of intellectual pursuit of proper theology derived from the scriptures and the scriptures alone.  This, of course, is proper- the scriptures can be the only basis for our study of God (theology).  But as a result, we have only one opportunity to celebrate great changes in our understanding of God and our relationship to God. That opportunity is confirmation.  However, confirmation, for many, is an event that an adult forced upon a young person and not a natural outgrowth of exploring faith by living it in the world itself.

What I truly believe we need as a church are opportunities to share our experiences of faith with others and to celebrate the epiphanies that God imparts to us in our lives.

1 Corinthians 2:11-13
11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

Faith, while based upon intellect, has a huge emotional impact on our lives. This is especially true when we have that proverbial light bulb suddenly turning on in our minds and our hearts.  While there is no official Lutheran rite to celebrate such things at St. Paul’s, we do offer an opportunity that invites such celebrations- Hope and Harmony.  This service is a celebration of what God is and will do in the lives of those with faith and those who will receive faith.  It is in its infancy and still growing.  However, I encourage you to embrace the opportunity to celebrate the faith of each other in this intimate musical gathering.

[image: Bible Clip Art]IN-HOUSE WORSHIP SERVICES:
REGULAR SERVICES 
Traditional Service 8:30 am (every week)
10:45 am (2nd & 4th Sundays)
Contemporary Service
10:45 am (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays)

Contemporary Service with Communion (Chapel) 
11:15 am on Wednesday, May 13th.
This will be the last Chapel until September. Thank you to those who have joined us!

In addition to our in-house worship services, our live-stream worship services are on Facebook. Go to St. Paul’s Worship Group. Or go to our website: stpaulseden.com for a link.	      

OPTIONS FOR SEATING
There is a pew located towards the back of church to assist those with limited mobility. This includes people who utilize wheelchairs, walkers, canes or crutches due to physical challenges, recent surgeries or injuries. We hope this is a welcome addition for anyone who may need accommodations. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Join Pastor on Sunday mornings at 9:30 for a Bible Study.

EDEN HEIGHTS BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study with Pastor Lutz and Pastor Kate (Eden United Methodist Church) will meet at 1:30 pm at Eden Heights. They will gather on Thursdays, May 7 & 21.

DEVOTIONS AT FOUR CORNERS
Join Pastor at the Four Corners Café for a Devotion/Bible Study! The group will meet on Thursday, May 14 & 28 at 8:30 am.    

BOOK CLUB
The next book club meeting will be on Monday, May 18 at 1 pm.  Please call Cheryl Colvin at 716.992.4032 if you have any questions or would like to join the group!                      

LADIES’ GUILD 
Please consider checking out the Ladies’ Guild table in the Narthex. These wonderful items have been created by Ladies’ Guild members. All proceeds go directly back into the Guild for missions.

QUILT RAFFLE
Support the Lades’ Guild by purchasing a ticket for the quilt raffle. Tickets are $1 each and the quilt to win was made by Gladys Eckhardt and displayed in the church. Proceeds will benefit our Ladies’ Guild. Drawing will be held on Mother’s Day!

HOPE & HARMONY
Hope & Harmony returns on Sunday, May 3. Join us for a relaxed and meaningful contemporary service where, instead of a traditional sermon, we will spend time hearing from one another. Fellow believers will share personal testimonies, experiences, and moments where they have seen God at work in their lives.
When weather allows, we will gather outdoors, enjoying God’s creation as a backdrop for worship, reflection, and connection. This is a special opportunity to be encouraged, to encourage others, and to grow together in faith through real-life stories of God’s presence and faithfulness. Come as you are and bring an open heart.
FAITHFUL CREATIONS
Ladies are invited to join us on Tuesday, May 12 from 1-2:30 pm for a time of devotion, creativity and fun! We will be decorating large planters and doing a little planting project for you to take home. As always, we will have a devotion to share and tasty light refreshments to enjoy! Cost is $5/person. Please RSVP to Tina (text 716-998-8726) or Morgan (call 716-992-9112) by May 6th.

ALTAR  FLOWERS
If there is a special date you would like to have, please consider placing flowers on the Altar. Please call Lisa Beller at 716.992.9112.

MAY 3- In loving memory of Mom & Dad & Grandma by Michelle, Greg, Owen & Caitlin Gonter

MAY 10- In memory of Our Mothers by Kit & Nancy Theriault

MAY 17- In memory of all our loved ones gone from us for now by the Sutherland Family

May 24- In Honor of God’s Many Continued Blessings by the Rigley Family                  
 
May 31- In loving memory of Ray & Marion Klein by their daughters.

June 7- To the Glory of God in honor of Our Confirmands

ALTAR FLOWER OPENINGS
If there is a special date or person you would like to honor, please consider placing flowers on the Altar. The following dates are open: September 13, November 1, November 22 & December 13. Please call the church office at 716-992-9112 if you are interested or would like to check on other dates throughout the year.

HELP WANTED- GARDEN CLUB
We are looking for people to help maintain our gardens in June, July & August. You can come when it works for your schedule to weed & water. Call 716-992-9112 to sign up for a date
                        Are you going
into the hospital for
any type of surgery?
Pastor Lutz
would like to “visit”
with you before your
surgery to pray
with you.
Please call the church
office (716.992.9112) or
Pastor’s cell
716.818.9860
to let him know
of your surgery.
  

ALZHEIMER’S
ASSOCIATION
Website:   alz.org/wny
24/7 Helpline
1.800.272.3900
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     THE L.E.G.O.S.
        House
A Community Spiritual
    Support Center

For  further information on
   our support groups or to         inquire about individualized Christian Care by a  trained
    Stephen Minister or staff     
       member,  please call   
              716.992.9112.
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Need a ride?   
     If you are in need of a ride there 
     are resources available:
· Rural Transit Service-call 716.662.8378 for information
· Eden town car- call Eden Service Line at 716.992.3067 
· Hamburg Van Service- call 716.646.0665   

                        
      We can help YOU with your prayers. God is waiting for
your requests. Call us with any you might have. 
                      Please make your special prayer
requests by calling our
       Prayer Chain Coordinator, Morgan Parnitzke at
716.992.9112.
[image: http://harrisonlegacy.com/filerequest/2900]
      
      
    

    Please make your              special  prayer requests   by calling 
our Prayer Chain 
Coordinator, 
Tina Rigley 
at 992.9112 or 
texting 998.8726.
    









PRAYERS
WE ARE HAPPY to honor requests for prayers for the sick especially when they are in the hospital, in rehab, in hospice or in a post op recovery. When your loved one has improved, please be sure to call Lisa Beller at 716.992.9112 so we can remove their name from the prayer list.  

Periodically, the prayer committee will remove names from the prayer list. If you would like someone put back on, please contact Pastor Lutz or Lisa Beller at 716.992.9112.
                                                         
IN OUR PRAYERS for the Lord's healing power we include the following members:
· Pastor Lutz
· Rose Hofner                                         
· Gary Holscher
· Kyle Gabel
· Pat Gabel
· Cheryl Snyder

PRAYER LIST
Please contact the church office at 716.992.9112 to have a loved one placed on the Prayer List.


IN OUR PRAYERS for the Lord's healing power we include the following family and friends of our church members:

· Daniel Snyder &  Holly Uebhuler  (Jeff Snyder’s father &  sister)
· Bill Robison III 
· Annette Bove & Gretchen Rumfola (Amy Smith’s friend)
· Joanne Pepper (Patty Smoot’s friend)
· Laurie (Gary Holscher’s friend)
· Angela (Mary Logan’s friend)
· [image: Sacred Illumination The Bible and Floral Tributes Generative AI | Premium  AI-generated image]Maureen (Dennis Horrigan’s sister)
· Mike (Terri Bradt’s friend)
· Ava (Brandi Sutherland’s niece)
· Barbara Kelly (Terry Turnbull’s friend)
· Teri Cross (Sandi Ploetz’s niece)
· Ed Kleinke (Cally Burkhart’s friend)
· Cierra & Bert Theriault (Kit & Nancy Theriault’s family)
· Darlene (friend of Danny & Robin Palumbo)
· Lois (friend of Ruth Ranke)

IN SYMPATHY
Bob Barlow was called to his heavenly home on April 10. Bob was a long time member of our congregation. He will be sadly missed at our late service. Our sympathy and prayers go out to Jane Barlow and her family.
[image: He Heals the Brokenhearted and Binds up Their Wounds, Printable Heart  Healing Note Card, Psalm 147 Bible Verse Card, Digital Download Pdf - Etsy  UK]
                                   





HELP WANTED- MOWERS
We are looking for one or two people to share the job of push mowing the immediate area around the church. Please contact Dave Henry (716-544-0965)  if you would like to help!           
                		                                                                                                                                          
AVERAGE WEEKLY
SUNDAY SCHOOL
 ATTENDANCE
This includes youth and   
adult classes   

             March 29- 56
             April 5- Easter
              April 12- 39
              April 19- 37
   No Adult Class- voters’ mtg
               April 26- 36
FINANCIAL
BAROMETER 2026

       Thru April 19, 2026
 Budgeted to date $105,185
  Given to date $105,030

  THANK YOU
 for your generous         giving!!
      All of our bills are 
 up to date!
[image: CSOFT001]  

 


          






   MANY THANKS FOR
 CONTINUED SUPPORT
   AND GENEROSITY!

                    AVERAGE
“IN-HOUSE” WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:

 March 29- 157   (Palm Sunday)
      April 2- 28 (Maundy Thurs)
     April 3- 93 (noon &  7pm 
               Good Friday)
         April 5- 220 (Easter)
               April 12- 102
               April 19- 129
           April 26- 101
  

             



            




L.E.G.O.S. HOUSE
The L.E.G.O.S. House is used for support groups,  supervisions and continuing education for Stephen Ministers, as well as contracted counseling and Outreach/ Workshops.
From January 1, 2026- March 31, 2026 total usage was: 60 times


























                                               



                                                       

                                                      
                                                     
                                                     Information Update:
                                           Please contact the 
[image: St Maurice Parish - Children and Families] 					         Church Office at 
                                                     Office at 716.992.9112 
			                              If any of your personal 
                                                   info has changed
                                                                      Thank you!
                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 Youth News  Creation Kids (ages 2-5; PreK)
Wonder Kids (K-1st)
Discovery Kids (2nd-4th)
Confirmation Youth (5th-6th)
Inspire Youth Group (6th-12th)


    [image: First Holy Communion (Std 4) - Lesson 7 - Attentive to God's Word at Mass |  August 22, 2021 | DCC - YouTube]
                              
CONFIRMATION CLASS
2nd year students will have Confirmation rehearsal on Tuesday, May 26. This practice will be from 7-7:30 pm. Confirmation Sunday will be during the 10:45 am service on June 7. Confirmands should arrive at church by 10:30am and meet in the classroom next to the church office. 

LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL
Our last day of Sunday School will be on Sunday, May 17. Information regarding Vacation Bible School will be going home with the children in May. VBS will run from Monday, July 27-Friday, July 31 from 9-11:30am. We hope your children can join us!

********************************************************************
VOTERS’ MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (4/19/26)
Total attendance: 21 (including Church Board members)
Financial-  Giving is ahead for this time of the year; New envelope procedure is going well; Thank you to our reliable Counting Teams; Bills are up to date; 2025 audit is complete. 
Worship Ministry – Response to the 4pm Lenten services was positive- increased attendance; Ash Wednesday will remain at 7pm; Pastor’s surgery is scheduled for Monday, April 20; Pastor Grubbs will fill in for early service on April 26; Glenda Brzoska will lead late service which will have the Youth Musical; On May 3, Joe Winiecki & Norm Bromley will lead the services; May 13 will be the last Chapel until September; Summer schedule will begin on June 14 (this will also be the date of the church picnic); June 28 we will be hosting a Pet Blessing Service at 11:00am; No Pastor’s play this year- had planned to do a movie but have run into complications so a different event may be planned.
Music Ministry- Both Adult Bells groups continue; Contemporary Band continues to practice the Thursday before Contemporary service; The Youth Spring Musical will be next Sunday, April 26 during the late service
Care Ministry- Stephen Ministry continues the “Peaceful Caregiver” study and supervisions; LH stats- YTD (as of 3/31) 60 uses; GriefShare groups (day and evening) have started; Comfort Companions is a new ministry (started by Marie Parnitzke) offered by St. Paul’s
Outreach Ministry- Planning outdoor movie nights.
Spiritual Growth Ministry- Confirmation has concluded; Statements of Faith were April 14. Confirmation will be June 7. Peaceful Caregiver is being offered at night and during the day to members. Last day of Sunday school/ Sunday School Teacher Appreciation is May 17. VBS will be July 27-July 31.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Family/Youth Ministry- Faithful Creations is scheduled for May 12 and the Church picnic will be on June 14 on church grounds.
Trustees’ Report- Anticipated foundation work (drainage issue) will be done this summer by Mike Laing; Land On will be sealing the patched area of parking lot (Dave Zittel is coordinating both of these projects); Repair work on flagpoles will be done soon (Bill Sickau) and new flags hung; Education door was repaired (no more slamming); Gary Holscher fixed the sanctuary lights; Paul Ranke is looking to repair light post in cemetery; Getting quotes for tree removal in cemetery; Dave Henry and crew have started spring clean up
Old Business: 2026 Directory was completed and made available in January- completed per guidelines given by the Church Board; forms available to update current info or to be added to future directories
They are located in the back of church under the bulletin board near coatroom
Inquiry made for bulletins to be on the website- addressed as available on Sundays and during the week following service until Friday; newsletters are on website and services also posted on FB for last minute announcements
New Business: Next Church Board Meeting will be on Wednesday, May 6 at 7:30pm.
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% Crisisservices
this moment forward

You are never alone.
We are here to help.

24-hour crisis hotline:

716-834-3131

24~hour addiction open access hotline:

716-831-7007

www.crisisservices.org
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